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          1                               

          2                               

          3             DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

          4                               

          5                        Public Hearing

          6          On Proposed Part 70 Air Operating Permit &
                            The Associated Environmental
          7                Assessment Statement (EAS) for
                               Entergy Louisiana, LLC
          8              Waterford 1 & 2 Generating Plants
                                  AI Number 83898
          9            Killona, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana

         10              
                                   The public hearing in the above
         11              titled matter was taken at the St. Charles
                         Parish Courthouse, Council Chambers, 2nd
         12              Floor, 15045 Louisiana Highway 18,
                         Hahnville, Louisiana 70057, beginning at
         13              6:00 p.m. on January 17, 2008.

         14              
                         BEFORE:   R. Aaron Palmer, Certified Stenomask
         15                        Reporter In and For the State of
                                   Louisiana
         16   

         17   

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   
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          1                           HEARING
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          2                   MS. HILL:

          3                        Good evening.  Let the Record

          4                   reflect that the time is 6:00 p.m.

          5                        My name is Ann Hill.  I am employed

          6                   with the Louisiana Department of

          7                   Environmental Quality.  I will be

          8                   serving as the hearing officer this

          9                   evening, Thursday, January 17, 2008.

         10                        This hearing is scheduled to accept

         11                   public comments concerning the proposed

         12                   Part 70 air operating permit minor

         13                   modification and the associated

         14                   Environmental Assessment Statement for

         15                   Entergy Louisiana, LLC, Waterford 1 & 2

         16                   Generating Plants, Killona, St. Charles

         17                   Parish, Louisiana; Agency Interest

         18                   Number 83898, Part 70 Air Operating

         19                   Permit Number 2435-V2 and Activity

         20                   Tracking Number PER20070001 and the

         21                   associated Environmental Assessment

         22                   Statement.  The site is located at 17705

         23                   River Road, Killona, St. Charles Parish.

         24                        Entergy Louisiana, LLC, requested a

         25                   minor modification of the Waterford 1 &
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          1                   2 Generating Plant Operating Permit. 

          2                   With the modification, a 36 megaWatt

          3                   dispatching turbine and 300,000 gallon

          4                   diesel tank and a 364 horse power diesel
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          5                   generator will be added.  The maximum

          6                   hourly emission rates and HAP emission

          7                   rates for existing sources will be

          8                   reconciled and the name of the fuel oil

          9                   heating boiler will be changed to

         10                   auxiliary heating boiler.  The sulfur

         11                   dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions

         12                   from the dispatchable turbine will be

         13                   capped at 39 tons each per year.

         14                        The Environmental Assessment

         15                   Statement submitted by the applicant

         16                   addresses avoidance of potential and

         17                   real environmental effects, balancing of

         18                   social and economic benefits against

         19                   environmental impact costs, and

         20                   alternative sites, projects, and

         21                   mitigative measures.  The permit was

         22                   processed as an expedited permit in

         23                   accordance with the Louisiana

         24                   Administrative Code Title 33, Part 1,

         25                   Chapter 18.
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          1                        This hearing is not being conducted

          2                   in a question and answer format.  Please

          3                   remember that the purpose of this public

          4                   hearing is for DEQ to receive your

          5                   comments concerning the proposed Part 70

          6                   air operating permit minor modification

          7                   and the associated Environmental
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          8                   Assessment Statement.  This hearing is

          9                   to provide all individuals a chance to

         10                   be heard regardless of their position on

         11                   the proposed Part 70 air operating

         12                   permit minor modification and the

         13                   associated Environmental Assessment

         14                   Statement.  

         15                        Courteous behavior is expected of

         16                   everyone at all times.  You may speak in

         17                   support of the permitting actions, in

         18                   opposition to the permitting actions, or

         19                   simply to provide additional

         20                   information.  All interested parties

         21                   will be given a reasonable opportunity

         22                   to comment unless testimony is not

         23                   related to the purpose of the hearing. 

         24                   All comments heard during this hearing

         25                   and all written comments received during
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          1                   the comment period will be evaluated and

          2                   addressed in the Department's written

          3                   response.

          4                        A public notice advertising this

          5                   public hearing and a request for public

          6                   comment on the proposed Part 70 air

          7                   operating permit minor modification and

          8                   the associated Environmental Assessment

          9                   Statement was published in the St.

         10                   Charles Herald Guide, Boutte, Louisiana,
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         11                   and The Advocate, Baton Rouge,

         12                   Louisiana, on December 13, 2007.

         13                        A copy of the proposed Part 70 air

         14                   operating permit minor modification and

         15                   the associated Environmental Assessment

         16                   Statement are available for inspection

         17                   and review at the LDEQ, Public Records

         18                   Center, Room 127, 602 North 5th Street,

         19                   Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Viewing hours

         20                   are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday

         21                   through Friday, except holidays.  The

         22                   available information can also be

         23                   accessed electronically on the

         24                   Electronic Document Management System on

         25                   the DEQ public website at
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          1                   www.deq.louisiana.gov.  

          2                        An additional copy is also available

          3                   for review at the St. Charles Parish

          4                   Library, East Regional Branch, 100 River

          5                   Oaks Drive, Destrehan, Louisiana.  In

          6                   addition, copies of the public notice

          7                   were mailed to individuals who have

          8                   requested to be placed on the mailing

          9                   list maintained by the Office of

         10                   Environmental Services on December 12,

         11                   2007.

         12                        In accordance with the Louisiana

         13                   Administrative Code, Title 33, Part 3,
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         14                   Sections 531.A.3.C, comments received by

         15                   12:30 p.m., Friday, January 18, 2008,

         16                   will be considered prior to a final

         17                   decision.  All comments received by

         18                   12:30 p.m., January 18, 2008, shall be

         19                   retained by the Department and

         20                   considered in determining whether to

         21                   issue or deny the proposed Part 70 air

         22                   operating permit minor modification and

         23                   the associated Environmental Assessment

         24                   Statement.

         25                        Written comments on this proposed
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          1                   Part 70 air operating permit minor

          2                   modification and associated

          3                   Environmental Assessment Statement may

          4                   be submitted to Ms. Soumaya Ghosn, LDEQ-

          5                   OES, Environmental Assistance Division,

          6                   P.O. Box 4313, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

          7                   70821-4313.

          8                        Under Louisiana Revised Statutes

          9                   30:2017, as revised by the Legislature

         10                   in the 2004 Session, the Department is

         11                   required to follow the following order

         12                   with the provision that the presiding

         13                   officer may give preference to a public

         14                   official to speak at any time during the

         15                   hearing.  However, any time limits set

         16                   for citizen testimony shall apply to
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         17                   public officials.  

         18                        The Department must provide up to

         19                   thirty minutes to the permit applicant

         20                   for an introductory presentation. 

         21                   Thereafter, preference for speaking up

         22                   to one hour is given as follows:  For

         23                   the first hour, to those citizens who

         24                   live within a two mile radius of the

         25                   location of the facility; for the second
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          1                   hour, to those citizens who work within

          2                   a two mile radius of the location of the

          3                   facility; and the third hour, to those

          4                   citizens who live within the parish of

          5                   the location of the facility.  

          6                        Thereafter, each hour of the hearing

          7                   shall alternate between those who are in

          8                   support of the proposed part air

          9                   operating permit modification and

         10                   associated environmental assessment

         11                   statement and those who are opposed to

         12                   the permit.

         13                        The order of tonight's hearing will

         14                   be based on the information provided by

         15                   the speaker on the registration form. 

         16                   Anyone who registered to speak but did

         17                   not provide the necessary information

         18                   will be given the opportunity to speak. 

         19                   However, they will be called last in
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         20                   order of registration.

         21                        This hearing is being transcribed. 

         22                   Therefore, I will ask that each speaker

         23                   begin by stating for the record their

         24                   name, address, and any organization he

         25                   or she may represent.  Also, I'd like to
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          1                   ask you to turn off all cell phones at

          2                   this time.  

          3                        At this time, I'd like to ask the 

          4                   permit applicant's representative to

          5                   come forward and make their introductory

          6                   presentation.  So, Mr. Hantz.

          7                   MR. HANTZ:

          8                        My names is Joseph Hance.  My

          9                   address is Parkway 2 Building, 10055

         10                   Grogans Mill Road, The Woodlands, Texas. 

         11                   I currently serve as senior staff

         12                   environmental analyst in the Fossil

         13                   Operations Division of Entergy.  My

         14                   responsibilities include managing the

         15                   permitting of new generation projects.

         16                        I'm here this evening representing

         17                   Entergy Louisiana to provide comments in

         18                   support of the issuance of the proposed

         19                   Part 70 air operating permit minor

         20                   modification.  This permit will

         21                   authorize Entergy Louisiana to construct

         22                   and operate a simple-cycle combustion
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         23                   turbine with emergency black start

         24                   capability.  The role of an emergency

         25                   black start unit is to restart the
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          1                   Entergy Louisiana electrical system

          2                   after a complete loss of electrical load

          3                   that may occur after a major catastrophe

          4                   such as a hurricane.  The emergency

          5                   black start capability will replace the

          6                   black start capability provided by

          7                   Entergy's Paterson Unit 5 that was

          8                   destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

          9                        Entergy has selected Waterford as

         10                   the site for the Black Start Project in

         11                   keeping with its commitment to

         12                   sustainable development, protecting the

         13                   environment, ensuring continual electric

         14                   reliability while providing low cost

         15                   electricity for its customers.  

         16                        The Waterford site is best suited

         17                   electrically to support the return of

         18                   the Entergy Louisiana system after a

         19                   major failure and is an excellent

         20                   location for electrical liability

         21                   following a major hurricane.  In

         22                   addition, the project offers significant

         23                   environmental advantages compared to

         24                   other new projects because it utilizes

         25                   existing industrial site and equipment
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          1                   to save environmental and physical

          2                   resources.

          3                        I appreciate the opportunity to 

          4                   present this information to you today. 

          5                   We believe that the draft permit fully

          6                   meets state and federal air requirements

          7                   and fully support its issuance with

          8                   considerations given to our written

          9                   comments that we plan to submit to

         10                   Louisiana Department of Environmental

         11                   Quality.

         12                        This concludes my comments.

         13                   MS. HILL:

         14                        Thank you, Mr. Hantz.

         15                        I will now begin by allowing all

         16                   persons who have signed up to speak five

         17                   minutes in which to present their

         18                   comments.  Anyone who needs more than

         19                   five minutes will be allowed to finish

         20                   his or her comments after all the

         21                   registered speakers had the opportunity

         22                   to speak.  The first to speak will be

         23                   those citizens who live within a two

         24                   mile radius of the facility.

         25                        So do we have –- I don't have any
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          1                   record of anyone signing up to speak. 

          2                   Has anyone entered –- come in since

          3                   6:00?

          4              (No verbal response.)

          5                   MS. HILL:

          6                        So is there anyone here that wishes

          7                   to speak for or against the permit?

          8              (No verbal response.)

          9                   MS. HILL:

         10                        Seeing that there is no one here to

         11                   speak for or against the permit, the

         12                   time is now 6:10 p.m., I'd like to

         13                   recess the hearing until someone does

         14                   show up or 7:00 p.m., whichever comes

         15                   earlier.  So at this time the hearing is

         16                   recessed.

         17              (Wherein a recess was taken.  After the

         18              recess:)

         19                   MS. HILL:

         20                        Let the record reflect that the time

         21                   is 6:59 and we will open the proceeding

         22                   from recess.  I have received no

         23                   registration forms of anyone to speak. 

         24                   Are there any comments, or would anyone

         25                   like to speak?
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          1              (No verbal response.)

          2                   MS. HILL:

          3                        Okay, I would like to remind you 
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          4                   that the comment period for this

          5                   proposed Part 70 air operating permit

          6                   minor modification and the associated

          7                   Environmental Assessment Statement for

          8                   Entergy Louisiana, LLC, Waterford 1 & 2

          9                   Generating Plants, ends at 12:30 p.m.,

         10                   Friday, January 18, 2008.

         11                        I have received no exhibits during

         12                   this hearing.

         13                        If there are no other comments, I'd

         14                   like to thank you for your attention and

         15                   participation in the hearing.

         16                        Let the record reflect that the time

         17                   is 7:00 p.m. and the hearing is closed.

         18              WHEREUPON, AT 7:00 P.M. THE HEARING ENDED.

         19              

         20              

         21              

         22              

         23              

         24                   

         25   
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          1                       REPORTER'S PAGE

          2                        I, R. Aaron Palmer, Certified Court

          3              Reporter, in and for the State of Louisiana,

          4              the officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the

          5              Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and/or

          6              Article 1434(b) of the Louisiana Code of
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          7              Civil Procedure, before whom this sworn

          8              testimony was taken, do hereby state on the

          9              Record:

         10                        That due to the interaction in the

         11              spontaneous discourse of this proceeding,

         12              dashes (–-) have been used to indicate

         13              pauses, changes in thought, and/or

         14              talkovers; that same is the proper method

         15              for a Court Reporter's transcription of the

         16              proceeding, and that the dashes (–-) do not

         17              indicate that words or phrases have been

         18              left out of this transcript;

         19                        That any words and/or names which

         20              could not be verified through reference

         21              material have been denoted with the phrase

         22              "(phonetic)."

         23              

         24                                                              

         25                                       R. Aaron Palmer, CCR
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          1                                       Certified Court Reporter 

          2                                       Louisiana License #25021

          3   

          4   

          5   

          6   

          7   

          8   

          9   
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         10   

         11   

         12   

         13   

         14   

         15   

         16   

         17   

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   
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          1                    REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

          2                   This certification is valid only for a

          3              transcript accompanied by my original

          4              signature and official seal on this page.

          5                   I, R. Aaron Palmer, Certified Court

          6              Reporter, in and for the State of Louisiana,

          7              as the officer before whom this matter was

          8              taken, do hereby certify that the foregoing

          9              matter was reported by me in the Stenomask

         10              (voice-writing) method, was prepared and

         11              transcribed by me or under my personal

         12              direction and supervision, and is a true and
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         13              correct transcript to the best of my ability

         14              and understanding;

         15                   That I am not related to counsel or to

         16              the parties herein; am not otherwise

         17              interested in the outcome of this matter;

         18              and am a valid member in good standing of

         19              the Louisiana State Board of Examiners of

         20              Certified Shorthand Reporters.

         21              

         22              

         23                                                              

         24                                       R. Aaron Palmer, CCR

         25                                       Certified Court Reporter 
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          1                                       Louisiana License #25021

          2   

          3   

          4   

          5   

          6   

          7   

          8   

          9   

         10   

         11   

         12   

         13   

         14   

         15   
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         16   

         17   

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   
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